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himself, by leaving the affairs of Ms kingdom in the hands of
a woman, who merely used his name to conceal her usurpation,
since, according to the laws of England, a queen-consort hath no
power, but title only. Queen Margaret invested York with the
government in Ireland on a rebellion. He left a strong party in
England, at the head of which were those powerful nobles .Richard
Seville, earl of Salisbury, and his son, the earl of Warwick, the
brother and nephew of his duchess. By this faction the duke of
Suffolk was impeached and arrested. The queen, to preserve his life,
induced the king to banish Thim for five years, but the vessel in
which he sailed was captured, and he was beheaded after a mock
trial by his foes. This was done by the authority'of the duke of
Exeter, the next heir to Lancaster. He was high admiral, and
the ship which captured Suffolk was commissioned by him.
The insurrection headed by Jack Cade, produced Henry YL's
first essay in arms. He advanced on London, when the rabble
dispersed and fled to Seven oaks. Queen Margaret accompanied
her lord; but so little of the warlike spirit for which she was
afterwards renowned did she manifest, that when king Henry
would have followed up his success by pursuing the insurgents to
their retreat, her feminine terrors prevailed. He therefore gave
up the command of his army, and took her to Kenilworth.

Scarcely had Cade been destroyed, and the king and queen
returnecl to London, when the defeated duke of Somerset arrived
at court; and the people were exasperated by finding that every
province of France was lost. Nothing remained to the English,
but Calais, and Margaret's unpopularity became worse than ever.
The duke of York suddenly returned from Ireland in 1451, im-
peached Somerset in parliament, and he was sent to the Tower.
The badges of the white and red roses were universally assumed at
this time, to distinguish the parties of York and Lancaster.

At this unlucky time it was announced in the summer of 1452
that queen Margaret was likely to bring an heir to the contested
throne. Simultaneously a violent illness attacked Henry YI. So
dreadful was his malady that it could no longer, as heretofore, be
concealed. Margaret brought into the world, October 13, 1452,
on St. Edward's day, a son, who was named after the saint, but the
king could not be made to comprehend the event.

AH the royal functions of which the unconscious king was inca-
pable were exei'cised by the scarcely convalescent queen. No one
can wonder that she sent for Somerset out of the Tower to help
her. The royal infant was created prince of Wales and his revenue
settled. York, who assumed all power, arrested Somerset in the
queen's preserve-chamber, and she was forced to endure the